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Stuart Wade Prall passed away at Swedish Hospital in Denver on December 4, 2021,
accompanied by family. A heart attack occurred a week earlier, from which he never
recovered.
Stuart grew up in Cincinnati, Ohio, in a loving family with many friends and opportunities.
He was a “lifer” at Cincinnati Country Day School. He attended for 14 years and his
mother, Ruth, was on faculty. His father, Jack, was a career Procter and Gamble manager.
Stuart was a free spirited child and often marched to a different drummer. At age 5 his
class was asked what they wanted to be when they grew up. Unlike the other kids, Stu
famously answered, “a happy man”.
As a child he filled his days with sports activities, horseback riding, Boy Scouts, and even
violin lessons, along with time with siblings and neighbors. He had a lifelong passion for
fishing, which was fostered through visits to his grandparents' lake house in Missouri,
annual vacation trips to Sanibel Island, Florida, and other venues. In later years, it was fly
fishing in Colorado.
At 6'8” with charisma, piercing blue eyes, and a booming voice, Stuart stood out in a
crowd. He attended Hamilton College in Clinton, NY, where he added to his large band of
friends, as part of Alpha Delta Phi fraternity. After graduating, he spent a gap year working
in Vail, CO, where people remember him as that very tall doorman in top hat and tails at
the Westin Hotel.
Stu fell in love with the mountains of Colorado and skied and hiked frequently. He went on
to attend the Sturm College of Law at the University of Denver, graduated, and passed the
Colorado Bar exam several months later.

Stuart was a lifelong “Grateful Dead” fan and admired their counter culture values. As a
young lawyer, he worked briefly for some Denver law firms, then moved on to his own solo
practice, which he continued intermittently for the rest of his life. He had the itch of a
traveler and moved around the country several times, but always returned to Colorado.
He moved to Cincinnati, and formed Prall Property Investment, Inc. and through that did
several real estate development projects in the area.
Stuart had a great love for his family. He was particularly close to his Grandmother Mountz
and his mother, Ruth. Their deaths in 1998 and 2000 were devastating to him. Constant
companions were his dogs, Japhey, Woody, Stormy and Ethel over the years. He
volunteered at a Senior Living Center the last few years, driving residents to different
appointments. He loved that work with the people he served.
Like every human being, Stuart struggled with disappointments in life and in himself. He
battled mental health and addiction issues and sought to understand who he was and
where he belonged. His family loved him so much and will always remember his smile, his
commanding presence, and his strong-minded pursuit of “a happy life”.
Stu is survived by his father and step-mother, Jack and Nancy Prall, in Iowa City, and his
brother Dr. Adair Prall in Denver and sister Tracy Prall, in Healdsburg, CA.
Memorial services are to be determined in the future. Memorial contributions may be sent
to any animal rescue organization.

Comments

“

My very best memories from high school ALWAYS include Stuart. We briefly
connected via email earlier this year and I am so thankful for that. My prayers to
Tracy, Adair and the rest of the Prall family. Stuart was here and made such an
impact. May his memory be a blessing.
Tracy Gee (CCDS 1984)

Tracy Gee - December 23, 2021 at 01:58 PM

“

My heart is heavy with this news. I'm saddened to learn of his life's struggles but
sincerely believe the world has lost a wonderful soul far too soon. Much love to Jack
(and Nancy), Adair, and Tracy. Hugs to all, Peg Hagar

Peg Hagar - December 19, 2021 at 11:38 AM

“

The Hopples are so sorry to read of Stuart’s passing. What a wonderful spirit he was!
We send our love and support to all - Jack, Adair and Tracy!!
Mary and Bill

Bill Hopple - December 19, 2021 at 07:35 AM

“

1 file added to the tribute wall

Susan VanDenBerg - December 16, 2021 at 10:29 PM

“

I met Stuart when he lived in Durango in 2012 and when he moved, we kept in touch
throughout his various moves around the country. We texted or spoke regularly and
honestly about his struggles, demons, hopes, and dreams (often hairbrained and
much debated.)
When I was diagnosed with ovarian cancer in 2016 and began treatment in Denver,
Stuart (and Ethel and previously, Woody) picked me up each month at the airport
and drove me to and from the hospital.
He was there for me at practically every one of my 31 chemo treatments…always
willing to provide rides, hugs, friendship and laughter. He continually supported me
as I battled my many recurrences. I could always look forward to seeing him in
Denver as he tried to keep me in good spirits. I think he felt more connected to his
Mom, who passed of ovarian cancer, through our friendship. We got very close over
the last six years.
I last saw him in October when he picked me up at the airport and my last phone
message from him was November 22. I sensed something was terribly wrong.
I knew of his demons and struggles, and know how horrible this last year has been
for him physically with his many surgeries and challenges with his feet. He was in a
lot of pain, but always first asked about me, my health, and my son Logan.
I hope and pray that he is finally at peace.
Stuart had a heart of gold and his heart was wide open. I never met anyone who was
as caring of his friends and family, and true to his beliefs. I will miss his raucous
laugh. He was my devoted friend, and I will miss him so very deeply.
Susan K. VanDenBerg
susanvandenberg21@gmail.com

Susan VanDenBerg - December 16, 2021 at 10:25 PM

“

Stuart was my oldest friend and I will miss him dearly. We kept in touch through the
years, in large part because of his efforts. Stuart was caring and had a great faith in
people. He was forthright and bold and enjoyed being around people. It was too bad
we lived so far apart and did not get a chance to launch into the adventures he was
keen to pursue. I sensed Covid isolation was particularly hard on him and am really
sorry he won’t see the other side of it, particularly given the determination and effort
he made to struggle with physical injuries these last two years. He will always be in
my thoughts.

john beers - December 15, 2021 at 08:41 AM

“

Stu and I were both CCDS lifers and I can remember him so well from the many
gatherings we had at my parent's house on Drake Road - always a ready smile and
glad to just be with all of us. Those are very fond memories and I am honored to
have had his friendship throughout my entire life. My deepest condolences and
prayers are with the Prall family and all of us who knew him.

Bill Baylis - December 15, 2021 at 08:19 AM

“

Stuart was simply one of the best friends I ever had. We spent so much time together
and were so connected when we were young that it’s almost impossible to register
that this has happened. From eating dinner and watching sports on tv with his family,
to playing basketball, to going to parties, my friendship with Stu made my life much,
much better.

Andy Lerner - December 13, 2021 at 01:52 PM

“

Stu was always up for an adventure, like the time we canoed the Little Miami river in
our jeans and tennis shoes. He always had a big smile and a kind heart. My thoughts
and prayers to his family. He will be missed.
Spence Sedacca
CCDS/Seven Hills Class of '84

Spence - December 13, 2021 at 10:07 AM

“

I’m sorry for your loss. A soul gone too soon.
-Paula Maier

paula maier - December 13, 2021 at 09:58 AM

“

I am deeply saddened by Stu’s passing, and have fond memories of our youth
together attending slumber parties at each other’s homes and as athletic teammates
at Cincinnati Country Day School (CCDS) where we were classmates and ‘Lifers.’ An
imposing figure on the basketball court, Stu was known as a gentle giant who
greeted all with a warm smile. Given the geographical distance between us, we only
saw each other at occasional class reunions, but kept in touch over the years by
phone and email. I will miss my childhood friend. Stu’s family are in my thoughts and
prayers.
Rob Roy (CCDS ‘84)

Rob Roy - December 12, 2021 at 03:37 PM

“

Stu was always welcome at our house! he tracy and mimi were such good friends
and almost always in included jimmy. my heart is with your family as you were all
wonderful to all of us . much much love. sandy and potter orr

sandy orr - December 12, 2021 at 03:37 PM

“

I will always remember Stu fondly for carpooling, overnights w his sister at the family
house, being part of the cast in Guys and Dolls in high school and his general joie de
vivre. I know he will be missed by so many and my heart goes out to all of his family..

Mimi Orr Manzler - December 11, 2021 at 10:55 PM

“

Many years ago, Chip and I spent the day at A Basin with Stu. We skied the
mountain, sat outside soaking in the beautiful Colorado sun and ended the day with
a delicious dinner in Keystone. It was a great day.
Chip and I were also just laughing about one of Stu’s most hilarious pastimes… “rack
dives” which required a ball, a hotel bed, wearing a tux and the ability to catch while
diving onto the bed! This activity was a highlight of deb parties and weddings.

Lisa Pettengill - December 11, 2021 at 02:28 PM

