Shirley Jean McLaughlin
October 25, 1935 - February 16, 2021

Shirley J. McLaughlin passed away peacefully at her home in Highlands Ranch on the
afternoon of February 16, 2021 with her husband at her side. Shirley was born in Denver,
Colorado on October 25, 1935 to the late Robert B. and Patricia G. Stoner.
Shirley lived her entire life in the Denver, Colorado area. She attended West High School
and later worked for The Denver Post for 25 years. She spent the last several years of her
working life as a receptionist for Channel 4 in Denver. Guests and employees of Channel
4 were always welcomed by Shirley’s beautiful smile and delightful personality.
Shirley met the love of her life William (Bill) McLaughlin in 1970 while she worked a parttime second job as a hostess at a local restaurant. Shirley and Bill connected instantly and
the rest is history. It must have been fate as they spent 50 years in a loving marriage.
Shirley was much loved by her friends, family and neighbors. She was often seen outside
tending to her flowerpots full of beautiful flowers. Shirley was the picture of health and
even though petite was certainly a strong and courageous energetic lady. She enjoyed
being able to spend her retirement years as a homemaker and caring wife to Bill. Shirley
also enjoyed the opportunity to lovingly care for her mother until she passed away in 2007.
For the last several months of her life Shirley was tenderly cared for at home by her loving
husband Bill with much help from Denver Hospice and caring neighbors Mike and Rosi.
Even to the last day of her life Shirley smiled when Bill kissed her forehead and expressed
his love.
Shirley is survived by her husband of 50 years, William McLaughlin, her only child Lanis K.
Saige, her granddaughter Chandra Rusk and great grandchildren Marly, Zoey and
Damon.

Comments

“

So sorry Bill.

Thomas Funk - April 19 at 11:18 PM

“

Bill,
We were so fortunate to have had Shirley as part of the KCNC family. She was
indeed the face of the station, equal parts mama bear, security guard and friend-inchief. She treated everyone who walked through those doors with respect, grace and
class. What a great first impression.
Her kindness was blinding, her compassion unmistakable.
Thank you for sharing her with us- we are so much better for having had her in our
grasp,
Brian Maass

Brian Maass - March 06 at 07:56 PM

“

This news makes me very sad. I loved Shirley. We had long conversations about
brushing our cats, her squirrel issues, the beautiful blouses that her sister bought her,
and why, oh why she could never gain weight...and I could never lose weight. If there
was a hot "movie star" in the Lobby, Shirley would call. If she wasn't behind the desk
she was down at the Max Club feeding more cats. She was gifted with that undying
energy...and fun! Wow...God knows what he's doing. I can't wait to see her at the
front desk by the Pearly Gates. Blessed are those who mourn...for they shall be
comforted. Love to the family.
Carol Lehr

Carol Lehr - March 06 at 10:44 AM

“

Shirley was the absolute best at KCNC! She understood everyone that walked thru
those doors and connected with them. She was a true to heart woman. Prayers to
the family.

Karyn Diesburg - March 06 at 10:17 AM

“

Shirley was the face of NEWS4. What a remarkable woman she was! No matter the
weather, no matter the arrogance of some of our visitors, Shirley remained gracious
and genuinely pleased to greet everyone who walked through the door. Everyone
she met will remember her with great fondness.

Nancy Mills - March 05 at 09:43 PM

“

Through sheer sun-shiny exuberance, Shirley made walking through CBS4's front
doors the most joyful thing we would do all day. No better greeting in the world of
work. You set the tone. Thank you, dear.

Logan Smith - March 05 at 07:19 PM

“

Dear Bill,
This breaks my heart.
Shirley was such a treasure.
When you came through that front door and her smile lit you up, it didn’t matter what
problem there had been in the day.
She really loved people. All people.
What she contributed in life was kindness and decency and love. You were indeed
wealthy to have her.
As I learned with the passing of my mother and it later my father - without great joy in
life, there is no great sadness in loss. I am thankful to have been lifted by Shirley and
so I mourn this loss. May that joy in your life sustain you forever.
Alan Gionet CBS4

Alan Gionet - March 05 at 04:40 PM

“

I've often wondered about Shirley - she was just a part of our CBS4 (well NBC too)
family here at the station. Shirley had a smile and warmth for everyone - including my
kids. My daughter even named her favorite doll "Shirley Baby" after her. The light is a
little dimmer but she always shared enough to make sure the world is still a brighter
place. All my love to her family, Raetta Holdman Webster - CBS4 Producer

Raetta H Webster - March 05 at 02:45 PM

“

I'm so sorry to hear about Shirley's passing. She was always so great at the front
desk and on the phone at KCNC. We all missed her once she left. My thoughts and
prayers go out to all of you. Wendy Holmes, former Program Director at Channel 4.

Wendy Holmes - March 05 at 02:24 PM

“

Dear Bill,
We are so sorry for the loss of Shirley, the love of your life, your soulmate. We pray
that God watches over you and brings you peace and comfort. "Blessed are those
who mourn, for they will be comforted,," Matthew 5.4
With our deepest sympathy,
Love Bill and Donna

Bill Tucker - February 21 at 09:52 AM

“

Basket of Memories was purchased for the family of Shirley Jean McLaughlin.

February 20 at 10:55 AM

“

Dear Uncle Bill, I’m so sorry for the loss of beautiful Aunt Shirley. There are no words
that can ease the pain you feel. We can only take solace in knowing she’s at peace
now along with my sweet Mom. They’re both watching over us from heaven
now...two precious angels gone too soon. We’re all thinking of you in your time of
sorrow. Love you so much.

Cathy Schultz Hay - February 19 at 06:08 AM

“

I’ll always remember my Aunt Shirley - a wonderful, caring lady with a great sense of
humor. She’ll be missed by everyone who knew her. Our prayers are with her family
in this difficult time.

Lou Schultz - February 18 at 10:20 PM

“

Full Of Love Bouquet was purchased for the family of Shirley Jean McLaughlin.

February 18 at 09:37 PM

“

Uncle Bill, we are so sorry for your loss. Aunt Shirley was such a Classy and
Beautiful Lady, inside and out. We Love Her and may she and Aunt Peachie continue
to watch over you and all of us in their Heavenly Glory! We Love You, Bobby and
Heather!!!

Robert W. McLaughlin Jr. - February 18 at 08:01 PM

“

Bill,
We are so very sorry for your loss and our loss also. We loved Shirley too as you
know.
I will miss our phone calls and her laugh. She was a wonderful sister in law and we
will miss her.
Love,
Bette and Don

Bette Marsh - February 18 at 06:33 PM

“

Grandma was always there for me. If I needed to vent, needed a shoulder to cry on,
or just advise she was always there. I pray that her beautiful memory lives on forever.
We love and miss you! Rest in peace, you will never be forgotten!

Chandra Rusk - February 18 at 05:23 PM

“

Condolence Snacks was purchased for the family of Shirley Jean McLaughlin.

February 18 at 04:57 PM

