Nancy Jean Keithley
July 15, 1947 - January 31, 2021

Nancy J. Keithley, 73, peacefully passed away at home on January 31, 2021, in Denver,
CO.
Nancy was born July 15, 1947, in Grand Forks, to Arnold Myers and Helen (Griffin) Myers.
Soon they learned her love of organizing, a natural born conductor of business, events,
conversation and teams. She excelled at school, graduated at age 16 and enrolled in a
business program at UND, then worked in technology-related roles, at first as a keypunch
operator and then a certified Program Manager. She married young and later became a
mother to their beloved Steve.
In her business roles, she influenced many people to adhere to the critical paths in their
projects and to communicate early if timelines needed changes, infusing humor while
orchestrating the projects to a timely conclusion. She navigated ever-new technology to
become a recent force in migrating huge amounts of data.
Nancy made countless friends in business and the community. She was also a fine singer,
dancer, played drums in a school band and sang in a rock band with her husband. She
greatly enjoyed viewing art, often attending the Denver Art Museum programs.
Nancy also loved her growing family, often visiting her grandchildren. She is survived by
her son Steve Zelmer and lovely daughter-in-law Jessica Zelmer and their children, Dylan,
Caitlyn, Riley, Rory and Nolan. Also, her sisters Phyllis Ulm, Colleen Halverson and her
brother: Arnold (Buck) Myers and wife Cindy Myers, plus many cousins, nieces, nephews,
great-nieces and nephews.

Comments

“

Vicki Bunnett lit a candle in memory of Nancy Jean Keithley

Vicki Bunnett - February 06 at 03:35 PM

“

Nancy became my best friend in high school and encouraged me to break out of my
"introverted" shell and become a more active participant in my own life. I was quite
intimidated by her at first because she was so intelligent, funny and popular but we
became close friends. She partnered up with my oldest brother, Glen, in high school
and we all later became part of a tight knit group of UND students and other colorful
characters. I'll never forget the Friday night poker games! Nancy and Glen were very
supportive as I set out on my own journey. They soon married and then I followed
suit, marrying another group member, Loren. Nancy was the "best woman" at my
wedding and I was an attendant at hers. Soon she and Glen moved to California,
and Loren and I and a couple of other friends joined them. This opened us all up to
many new experiences and adventures, including parenthood for Nancy and Glen
when Steven was born. I remember the first picture I saw of Steven after he was
born. I thought I had never seen a cuter baby. Sorry, Steven!
Although our paths diverged and seldom intersected in our later years, I always had
news of Nancy from Colleen with whom I had become close over the years in Los
Angeles.
However, I always treasured the huge part Nancy played in making me the person I
became. Her intelligence, humor, encouragement and determination inspired me to
make the scary leaps of faith and the decisions that have led me to experience the
colorful and fulfilling life that I'm not sure I would have had without her example and
courage.

Vicki Bunnett - February 06 at 03:31 PM

“

Hi Vicki, I’m Colleen’s daughter. I so enjoyed reading this from you. I miss my aunt Nancy
dearly — thank you for sharing your memories.
Lillie Glover - February 08 at 12:20 PM

“

I will miss my Aunt Nancy. I have memories of my mother often talking late into the
night on the phone with her. They lived several states apart but always kept in close
touch. She was Nancy’s big sister and they were very close. I can see the 2 of them
reunited in heaven, talking and laughing. Steve, our thoughts go out to you and your
family.

Susie Stiles-Hofland - February 06 at 12:39 AM

“

Kerry Galegher lit a candle in memory of Nancy Jean Keithley

Kerry Galegher - February 05 at 02:52 PM

“

Colleen Halverson lit a candle in memory of Nancy Jean Keithley

Colleen Halverson - February 05 at 08:47 AM

“

Strphanie Miner lit a candle in memory of Nancy Jean Keithley

strphanie Miner - February 04 at 09:52 AM

“

My sister, my friend, I miss you! Found Nancy's baby photo and one of er enjoying
Lillie & Rick's wedding.

Colleen Halverson - February 03 at 06:55 PM

“

I am so sad by this news
She was so supportive and encouraging to me
throughout the years. I always enjoyed taking with her and visiting with her when we
could. I’ve enjoyed all our recent conversations. She will be so missed
Love you
all love, Erica And the Abajian family.

Erica Zelmer - February 03 at 04:05 PM

“

To our dearest Grandma Nancy,
It was too soon to have you leave but we are blessed with so many beautiful
memories and the Love you shared with us all. We will miss you dearly.
Love Steve, Jessica, Caitlyn, Dylan, Riley, Rory and Nolan

Steve Zelmer - February 03 at 03:56 PM

“
“

Yessss too soon. Sure looks like she had fun with the Zelmer zoo
Erica Zelmer - February 03 at 04:05 PM

I am writing to Nancy, my dear sister who will be sorely missed. I made the name ,Nancy
and Jean, when I was 4 years old. Still love her. Phyllis Ulm
Phyllis ulm - February 05 at 06:40 PM

“

Condolences to my siblings, Buck and Phyllis, to Steve and Jess and the grandchildren,
and to my daughter Lillie who spent a lot of time with Nancy over the years at holidays and
other Half Moon Bay and SF Bay Area events.
Colleen - February 06 at 12:35 PM

