Lisa M. McIntosh
May 16, 1972 - February 2, 2019

Lisa Michele McIntosh passed away at Littleton Hospital on Saturday, February 2, 2019, at
the age of 46. Lisa’s beautiful light entered this world on May 16, 1972. She was the
second born child to Richard and Diane Pera.
Lisa grew up in San Jose, California with her sister, Janet Worley. Janet treasured her
from the moment she understood she would have a sibling. Friends often described them
as double trouble.
Lisa spent her elementary years playing tetherball and hopscotch. Throughout middle
school, sports played a significant role in her life. She dominated the basketball court as a
point guard. She also succeeded in softball and volleyball. In high school, she danced on
her high school dance team. She also quickly became known for her confetti birthday
cakes. To this day, her friends remember her for her kind heart and her fiercely loyal
friendship.
Lisa graduated Magna Cum Laude from San Jose State University with a degree in
Elementary Education. She began her teaching career at Los Gatos Christian School
where she taught with her sister. It soon became clear that she found her calling. She
loved her students fiercely. She made learning an adventure. Once during Bay Area
storm, the power went out at school. Located in the center of the building, Lisa’s
classroom lacked natural light. So, she created an adventure. They gathered their
belongings, got in line, and made their way to a windowed location with their lantern. They
spent the rest of the day learning by the “campfire.” This is one of the thousands of
examples of Lisa’s creative approach to learning. Lisa taught brilliantly for 24 years. The
lives she touched received a rare gift indeed.
Lisa made childhood fun not only for her students and for Ashliana and Grant, but for her
niece and nephew, Madison and Hunter. She never lacked for fun ideas. You could always
count on Lisa to lead the charge and create all kinds of shenanigans. From booing and
TPing to organizing Christmas bingo and setting up surprise cell phones, Lisa never

missed an opportunity for fun.
Nothing in Lisa's life compared to the passion and love she had for Ashliana and Grant.
They were her whole world. She beamed with pride as she watched them succeed not
only in dance but in life. They filled her cup. Their triumphs and their success brought her
unspeakable joy. She loved them with all of her heart.
If Lisa wasn't in the classroom, transporting Ashliana or Grant to and from dance, enjoying
Grant perform for the Colorado Ballet or cheering on Ashliana and the Mountain Vista
Poms team, you could find her on the streets of Highlands Ranch, running, for literally
miles. She once ran 26 miles on her own. Just for fun.
Lisa is survived by her two beautiful children, Ashliana and Grant, her mother, Diane, her
sister, Janet, her brother-in-law Paul, her niece and nephew Madison and Hunter, her
cousins, Monica, Donald, Kevin, Jeannine, Julie, Stephanie, Joe, Jason, and Michelle, her
aunts and uncles, Robert, Donna, Steve, Jeanette, and Mario. She is also survived by her
Heritage Elementary family, the Vista Poms Tribe, a countless number of students, and a
life-long friend Greg McIntosh.
Lisa is preceded in death by her father, Richard, her aunt Carolyn, and her grandparents,
Harry, Alvetta, Mario and Elsie.
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Comments

“

Footprints Blanket was purchased for the family of Lisa M. McIntosh.

February 20, 2019 at 10:56 AM

“

The California/Texas/Oregon Pera family purchased the Heavenly Heights Bouquet
for the family of Lisa M. McIntosh.

The California/Texas/Oregon Pera family - February 18, 2019 at 01:24 PM

“

Dr. Andow's office-Ken, Kim, Cherie, Sue and Kelly purchased the Simply Chic
Mixed Plant Basket for the family of Lisa M. McIntosh.

Dr. Andow's office-Ken, Kim, Cherie, Sue and Kelly - February 18, 2019 at 10:37 AM

“

Full Of Love Bouquet was purchased for the family of Lisa M. McIntosh.

February 18, 2019 at 02:42 AM

“

Basket Full of Wishes was purchased for the family of Lisa M. McIntosh.

February 14, 2019 at 02:32 PM

“

50 files added to the album LifeTributes

Heflebower Funeral and Cremation Services - February 12, 2019 at 06:19 PM

“

Arrive in Style was purchased for the family of Lisa M. McIntosh.

February 07, 2019 at 09:28 PM

“

Lisa was my girl's teacher two years ago at Heritage. I was amazed at how she really
knew my girls with 20+ other kids in her class. She knew everything about them. Not
just academically, but every strength, weakness, quirk, and smallest detail about my
girls. Every difference between them as sisters and the unique dynamic between
them. I even told her at conferences that I was amazed that she knew them so well.
She saw every student as an individual, not just one of many. She understood that
each child learned differently. I will always be grateful, as a parent, that she truly
loved my girls, gave them hugs every day, and made them feel valued and special.

Michele - February 07, 2019 at 08:42 PM

“

My favorite memory of Ms. McIntosh was towards the beginning of my daughter's
first year at Heritage. Audrey was not in Lisa's class, but was in a different 2nd grade
class at the time and Lisa had already made an impact on her just from being in her
room for reading or math. I was picking Audrey up from school and she was excited
to see me so she hopped a fence and ran across some rocks to get to me. Lisa was
monitor that day and gave her a swift, gentle correction that we don't do that. My
daughter, who is a total rule follower, began to cry because she hates "getting in
trouble." Lisa was quick to give her a hug and tell her she just needed to follow the
rules and she wasn't in trouble. The next day she brought Audrey a piece of candy,
called her "My Sweet Girl" and hugged her again. Every day after that, she called her
"My Sweet Girl" whenever she saw her. My daughter adored that, and her. Lisa was
exactly that... a firm but gentle hand, directed by the kindest and warmest heart a
person could have. This world has lost an incredible human. Her light at Heritage will
be missed, but continues to burn in every person she taught, met, and loved. RIP
Lisa.

Joy Evans - February 07, 2019 at 03:05 PM

“

Small Garden Dish was purchased for the family of Lisa M. McIntosh.

February 07, 2019 at 02:52 PM

“

I will always remember and be grateful for Ms. McIntosh and her positive influence
on my daughter Morgan. We were so fortunate, and are forever thankful, that Morgan
was placed in Ms. McIntosh's kindergarten class. She brought Morgan out of her
shell, and helped her to enjoy learning and making friends. I have no doubt that
Morgan would not be as happy, confident, and successful as a student without
having had such a nurturing and kind kindergarten teacher to launch her school
days. We are praying for peace and comfort for Lisa's family. We will remember her
with love, always.

Wendy Soares - February 07, 2019 at 02:35 PM

“

She was the most loving and compassionate. She gave our son Ashton a love for
school and gave him the confidence in himself in school he had lost. She
encouraged him to grow ,while letting him be himself. We will forever be grateful for
the time we had with her and forever grateful for the positive impact she had on

Ashton and so many. She will be greatly missed.

Lauren Wullbrandt - February 07, 2019 at 12:59 PM

“

Lisa’s passing has left a hole in the hearts of many. She will always be remembered
by those who knew her. God comfort those who mourn.

Pat McIntosh Headon - February 07, 2019 at 01:03 AM

“

God bless her, she is an angel watching over her family.

Joanne Uleau - February 06, 2019 at 11:36 PM

“
“

I love you so much!
Janet Worley - February 08, 2019 at 08:56 AM

We thank God for putting the Pera family in our lives 46 years ago. Lisa was just an infant
when we moved to Paxton Court.... but as she grew into her toddler years what a joy it was
to see her out playing with Janet and the rest of the kids on the court. As time went on I
remember her sweet demeanor and precious spirit. Her life giving presence will be missed.
Praying for you all as you learn to walk with God in a new way.
Hugging you in our Hearts....The Wall family
Colleen Wall - February 08, 2019 at 11:46 AM

