Lewis Peter Scifo
September 24, 1935 - October 23, 2020

Lew, age 85, peacefully passed away on October 23rd in Centennial, Colorado.
Lewis was born on September 24, 1935 in Rockford, IL to Pietro and Francis (Caruana)
Scifo. He graduated from East Rockford High in 1953. He attended the University of
Colorado and graduated with a Bachelor’s in Business and a Minor in Law.

After college, he served in the Marine Corp and was honorably discharged in 1961. He
then followed his passion for cooking and owned many successful businesses throughout
the years. Most notably Mr. Steak franchises and Keys on the Green in Evergreen,
Colorado.
In his retirement, he enjoyed spending time with his family, cooking Italian feasts, reading,
and playing solitaire.
Lew is survived by his children; Melissa Scifo, Stephanie Sexton (Michael Sexton),
Michealann Scifo-Kortgardner (Ross Kortgardner), Joyiamia Scifo
Grandchildren: Halle Jo Jenkins, Carlie Sexton, Cortney Sexton, Tyler Sexton, Mia
Nofzinger, Samuel Nofzinger, Gianna Fabrizio
His brother, Thomas Scifo, Nieces/Nephews: Mondalena Elder, Jenny Wallingford, Susie
Elder, Tom Elder, Pete Elder, John Elder, Pete Scifo, Steve Scifo, Tracey Scifo, Marie
Ratliff, Beau Ratliff, Allesandro Scifo, Tatiana Scifo, Juliana Scifo, Tommy Scifo, Erin Elder,
Sonja Elder, Ryann Elder, Kaitlyn Elder, Eli Elder, Cortland Wllingford, Dylan Wallingford,
Franscesca Gudino & Stephen Gudino
He was preceded in death by his parents and his sister Margaret Elder.
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Comments

“

Descendants of John C & Margaret Scifo Elder purchased the Lavender Reflections
Spray for the family of Lewis Peter Scifo.

Descendants of John C & Margaret Scifo Elder - November 17, 2020 at 10:16 AM

“

Strength & Solace Spray was purchased for the family of Lewis Peter Scifo.

November 17, 2020 at 09:04 AM

“

Uncle Lew was always fun to be around, whether it was his engaging story telling, his
talented cooking, or the legendary 100 push- ups. I will miss him.

Jenny Wallingford - November 03, 2020 at 12:54 AM

“

7 files added to the album Scifo Family Remembers

TRACY SCIFO - November 03, 2020 at 12:01 AM

“

Luigini, as we remember……

Lewis (Luigini) Peter Scifo
September 24, 1935 Rockford, IL – October 23, 2020 Centennial, CO
Lewis Peter Scifo was born to Peter and Francesca (nee Caruana) Scifo. He
graduated East Rockford High School in 1953 after a standout football career as an
all-conference linebacker for the RAB’s (Red and Blacks) while also excelling in his
studies.
Lew turned down a football scholarship with the University of Colorado choosing to
attend on his academics. Working his way through college at the well-known Talagi’s
Beer Hall, Lew graduated 5th in his class in 1957 with a BA in Business and minor in
Pre-law.
Upon graduation Lew joined the Marine Corps initially stationed at Camp Pendleton,
San Diego, CA. He was celebrated as the youngest marine to be promoted to
Captain within 2 years of being commissioned. Lew’s MOS was Aerial
Reconnaissance. After active duty, Lew remained in the Marine Corp Reserves for
20 years.
While in the Marine Corp, Lew met and married Norma Duden in 1959, they had a
daughter, Stephanie.
Lew’s professional career began as a stockbroker in Denver. Disillusioned, and while
having lunch at the local McDonalds across the street from his office, he asked the
manager if he was hiring. Lew took off his jacket and tie, put on an apron and started
what would be a long and profitable career in food service. Recruited by iHop
founder Al Lapin shortly thereafter, Lew opened seven restaurants in Colorado as
Director of Operations.
In 1962 Lew joined his brother, Tom, at startup venture Mr. Steak. Lew was a
stockholder and VP of Operations responsible for 350 store openings, including
menus, management and personnel. Lew’s particular skill was in the development of
new cuts of meat, meat processing and distribution where he worked with other
Colorado businessmen, Ken Monfort, Monfort Feed Lots and Sonny Mapelli, Mapelli
Meats in these efforts. Lew’s accomplishments grew nationally leading to
opportunities to consult with Green Giant, Libby Foods and Chef Paul Prudhomme.
After Mr. Steak’s successful IPO in 1969, Lew left the company continuing his career
in food service. Lew’s Colorado based enterprises included World Foods, Inc
(manufacturing and distribution), Gespato Christofolo Chiacchiaroni’s (Littleton, CO),
Keys on the Green (Evergreen, CO), Bojangles (Littleton, CO).
Lew also continued to work with his brother Tom who was acquiring and developing
real estate in Denver and Parker, CO. Their Denver holdings included the
Devonshire Hotel in the Capitol Hill area of Denver and the entire town of Parker, CO

which they grew into the first Planned Community Development west of the
Mississippi River.
During this time Lew met and married his second wife, Dixie Saucier and they had
three daughters Melissa, and twins Michealann and Joyiamia.
In his retirement years Lew could be found in the kitchen cooking up his favorite
recipes and teaching his kids, nephews and nieces the fine art of Sicilian cuisine. To
his family he was a prolific storyteller spinning yarns of his past adventures and the
colorful characters that shared his life. With laughter, a little mystery and a few
secrets...we were all spellbound. None of us will ever forget this very special man.
Our brother and uncle……
The Scifo Family
Tom (brother) & Laura Scifo
Peter (nephew) & Debra Scifo
Tracy Scifo (niece)
Steve (nephew) & Cindy Scifo
Roxanne (niece, deceased) Scifo
….And 18 great nieces & nephews!
The Elder Family
Margaret (sister, deceased) & John (deceased) Elder
Madelyn (niece) Elder & Janice Thompson
Peter (nephew) & Ginny Elder
John (nephew) & Vicki Elder
Tom (nephew) & Christine Elder
Sue (niece) Elder
Jenny (niece) and Chris Wallingford
….And 29 great nieces and nephews!
TRACY SCIFO - November 02, 2020 at 11:26 PM

“

I miss you dad! So hard to really believe you are gone. You are the very best dad there
ever was! You are so strong physically and mentally and you touched everyone's soul that
you encountered. The world does not make men like you anymore. Your legacy will be
carried on through your family who thinks the world of you! You are so missed daddy, I am
constantly thinking about you. I know you are very big in heaven. Very big! So please don't
forget about us. Your family is doing great because of the strength you instilled in us. We
will never forget who ad where we came from because of you. I know heaven is so happy
your are home. We will send you off in a big way with the marines just as you deserve, very
honorably. I will love you and miss you forever! Love, Michealann
Michealann - November 04, 2020 at 11:52 AM

“

I learned so much about running a kitchen from from Lew, he was the only professional I
ever worked with in that capacity. I was scared as soon as entered the kitchen, he wasn't
an intimidator but his knowledge was just that, especially to a wet behind the ears High
School graduate. I am so thankful I had the chance to thank him personally a couple years
ago. What a charismatic man!!! I can only imagine how many people, who's lives he
touched are mourning his loss. My thoughts are with his wonderful family. Erik Turner

ERIK TURNER - November 06, 2020 at 02:33 PM

