Laurence Rasmussen
July 31, 1950 - April 2, 2021

Dr. Laurence Keith Rasmussen, age 70, passed away peacefully on Friday, April 2nd,
2021, at Lutheran Hospice in Wheat Ridge, CO. He was born July 31st, 1950, In Lake
City, IA to Enoch and Gena (Madsen) Rasmussen. Larry grew up in Lohrville, IA and
graduated high school from Lohrville High School in 1968. He attended Dana College in
Blair, NE. After undergraduate, Larry went on to attend medical school at Creighton
University in Omaha, NE. Larry met Virgene Ann Rippe while attending Dana College.
They married on August 18th, 1973, at St. Pauls Lutheran Church in Auburn, NE.
Larry studied math in college, wanting to eventually teach math at a high school or college
level; until one of his professors asked if he had ever considered medical school. It was
then that Larry developed his love of practicing medicine, and moved to Chariton, Iowa in
1977 to open up his own clinic - Chariton Medical Clinic, where he worked side-by-side
with Virgene and their nursing staff. For 25 years, he healed and cared for anyone who
walked through his doors. He never turned away the sick; seeing patients at all hours of
the day and night, making house calls in the evenings and on weekends, his philosophy
was “if they were sick, he was going to fit them in no matter what.” Larry also served his
community as the Lucas County Medical Examiner for many years, treated emergencies
at the Lucas County Medical Center, and loved visiting his patients at the nursing home.
He could also be found on the sidelines of most high school football games, serving as the
“Team Doc”. To this day, his former patients say he was the best doctor they’ve ever had,
the most compassionate & caring man, with such a revered bedside manner unmatched
by anyone.
As respected and loved as Larry was in his community, his family was so blessed to have
the most incredible Husband, Dad, and Papa. He loved the outdoors, always spending
time outside with his wife and children. They grew up camping, biking together, fishing and
hiking, then learning to ski as a family with so many ski trips to Colorado before eventually
calling Colorado home. There, Larry was always surrounded by his children & seven
grandsons, spending his weekends with Virgene going to all of their games & activities.
Virgene and Larry cherished their time together, walking nearly 7 miles every single

morning rain or shine, actively involved with their church community, and frequenting
Broncos & Rockies games together. In their 47 years of marriage, their love for one
another was so special.
Larry was preceded in death by his parents, Enoch and Gena. He is survived by his wife,
Virgene; his children: Alex (Stacey) Rasmussen, Blair (Graig) Sells, Morgan (Tyler)
Rasmussen, Stuart (Tori) Rasmussen; his brothers, Paul Rasmussen and Lloyd (Judy)
Rasmussen; his sister, Janice Brown; his grandchildren: Brody, Ty, Weston, Knox, Owen,
Brooks and Camden.
Larry’s family will be holding a Celebration of Life Service at Mission Hills Church in
Highlands Ranch, CO on April 20th at 1pm.
Live streaming of his service will also be available at https://www.missionhills.org/streamin
g/
Memorials in Honor of Larry Rasmussen can be sent to:
Mission Hills Life Center at https://www.lifecenterlittleton.org/about-us/donate/ or
Lucas County Health Center Foundation at https://www.lchcia.com/donate/ or
Donations for a Park Bench in his honor can be made by request.
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Comments

“

Virgene and family,
We were very saddened to hear about Laurence. As a cousin growing up in
Nebraska, I can remember many wonderful summer visits Laurence with his mom
and dad and Janice, Paul and Lloyd made when stopping at our farm on their way
further west. We had many enjoyable times! Our thoughts and prayers are with you
and your family.
Marvin and Karen Paulsen

Marvin Paulsen - April 20 at 09:06 PM

“

I had the privilege of working for Larry and Virgene for 22 years. What a caring, kind,
compassionate doctor and person he was! He will be greatly missed.
Thinking of the entire Rasmussen family today and sending love,
Carol and Steve Loynachan

Carol Loynachan - April 20 at 01:24 PM

“

My deepest condolences to Virgene and family—Larry was such a compassionate
doctor, and I enjoyed knowing you all personally as well as professionally.

Ann (Clore) Moon R.Ph - April 20 at 09:23 AM

“

Full Of Love Bouquet was purchased for the family of Laurence Rasmussen.

April 20 at 08:42 AM

“

Sentiments of Serenity Spray was purchased for the family of Laurence Rasmussen.

April 19 at 11:02 AM

“

Arrive in Style was purchased for the family of Laurence Rasmussen.

April 18 at 11:04 PM

“

Dan and Mary Janssen and Family purchased the Simply Elegant Spathiphyllum for
the family of Laurence Rasmussen.

Dan and Mary Janssen and Family - April 15 at 09:50 PM

“

Virgene and Family,
We were deeply saddened to hear of Larry’s passing. Extending our sympathy,
thoughts and prayers to all of you at this time and in the days ahead. God’s Peace
Keith Rippe and Christine Kohlmann

Keith Rippe - April 13 at 12:01 AM

“

Our mother, Martha Milnes, loved helping take care of the Rasmussen children and
thought Doc. R was the best doctor ever. She really missed the family when you
moved to Colorado from Chariton.
Marti Kline and the Milnes family

Marti Kline - April 12 at 01:34 PM

“

Larry was a kind and caring doctor for our family in Chariton. He listened so patiently
to any concerns we had. With three little kids in the house, it seemed we were
visiting his office every month! Chariton was so lucky to have him! We are sad to
hear of his passing. Our condolences to Virgene, his children and grandchildren.
Karen and Dale Matzen

Dale and Karen Matzen - April 11 at 09:51 PM

“

al K. purchased a sympathy card for the family of Laurence Rasmussen.

al K. - April 11 at 12:08 PM

“

Al Kravitz sent a virtual gift in memory of Laurence Rasmussen

al kravitz - April 11 at 11:44 AM

“

Virgene, Alex, Blair, Morgan & Stuart we are so sad to hear of Larry’s passing. Our
family (Lou, Lois,Amy& Joel) were so blessed to know him as our doctor and friend in
Chariton. He was on the sidelines of many sports events. We cherish the memories
with all of you. Lois & Lou Hoger

lois Hoger - April 10 at 06:01 PM

“

Dr. Rasmussen was my Dad's doctor for years, helping him deal with his Type 1
diabetes. He was a very trusted and caring doctor in Chariton. My condolences to the
family
Karla DeBok

KARLA DEBOK - April 10 at 03:37 PM

“

Dr. Rasmussen was a very caring doctor for his patients but also for the nurses who
where there to care for his patients. I was very fortunate he was my personal doctor
during a very life threatening time in my life. Thank you for all you accomplished in
your medical career and you can be very proud of the love of your family. God speed
Doc!

Deborah Irving-Tjelmeland - April 10 at 01:31 PM

“

Peace and blessings to the family - I will always have fond memories of Larry and
Alex from Chariton. Larry helped me medically on many occasions as well as
assisting us at work. He was such a fine and true gentleman.
Sheila (Sadler) Laing

Sheila Laing - April 10 at 01:07 PM

“

Muffy Tonelli, Ginny Barrette, & Elizabeth Tonelli purchased the Memorial Wildflower
Seed Pouches for the family of Laurence Rasmussen.

Muffy Tonelli, Ginny Barrette, & Elizabeth Tonelli - April 10 at 11:10 AM

“

Larry was a wonderful Friend! We so enjoyed getting to know Larry and Virgene
through our Highlands Ranch church and our dinner group. We shared so many
similar interests and loved talking about our Children and Grandchildren together.
And we all grew up in Iowa and enjoyed discussing our home towns and where Life
has taken us in the early years.
Larry was such a kind gentlemen whose positive attitude and ready smile were
always so welcome and an inspiration for us all. Larry was a great Family man
whose Family was always first. Larry you will be missed and remembered.
May you be at peace with our Lord in Heaven! Prayers for strength and comfort for
all the Rasmussen's as you mourn this special Husband, Father, and Grandfather!
Steve and Marcia Strom

Steve and Marcia Strom - April 10 at 11:09 AM

“

We send our condolences to the whole family! We have such great memories of your
years in Chariton!
Bob and Joyce Blass

joyce blass - April 10 at 07:15 AM

“

Larry was our family doctor and friend fir many years. We also went to the same
church with his family. He was a kind, compassionate man. We loved him and his
family. Rest in peace. Gid's blessings to the family.
Dave and Lana Kuball

Lana Kuball - April 09 at 11:47 PM

“

THE NICEST.....BEST DOCTOR.....GREAT MAN.......HAVE MISSED HIM SINCE HE
LEFT CHARITON.........MY PRAYERS FOR HIS FAMILY.........THANK YOU FOR
YOUR SERVICE TO THE WORLD.....GOD BLESS YOU FOREVER....A PRINCE
OF A MAN!!

GARY COURTER - April 09 at 08:09 PM

“

Peaceful White Lilies Basket was purchased for the family of Laurence Rasmussen.

April 09 at 08:08 PM

“

Beautiful in Blue was purchased for the family of Laurence Rasmussen.

April 09 at 06:19 PM

“

Full Of Love Bouquet was purchased for the family of Laurence Rasmussen.

April 09 at 05:31 PM

“

My husband Scott and I met this dear man at Dana college!! My freshman year my
great roommate was his beautiful wife to be, Virgene Rippe! We had so many fun
adventures together!! I can picture them still
Our hugs and heartfelt prayers are with you Virgene and your precious family!!
Even though we have gone different directions in our lives, you will always be a
precious friend of mine!
Love you,
Dianne and Scott Jamison

Dianne Jamison - April 09 at 05:01 PM

“

1 file added to the album Memories Album

Victoria Roeser - April 09 at 02:54 PM

“

John and Vicky purchased the Beautiful in Blue for the family of Laurence
Rasmussen.

John and Vicky - April 09 at 02:08 PM

“

Really good caring doctor. Sewed my hand up, then checked it while I was running
the register at Pamida. Diagnosed wisdom teeth issues while the dentist was out of
town. He really cared about his patients.
Martin

Martin Morrison - April 09 at 01:15 PM

