James Dorin Van Antwerp
September 16, 1954 - March 23, 2020

It is with great sadness and a heavy heart our family announces the passing of Jim Van
Antwerp, beloved husband, father and grandfather. At 11:55am on Monday March 23 Jim
passed away surrounded by his wife and two daughters at Anschutz Medical Hospital in
Aurora Colorado.
Jim was diagnosed with Chronic Lymphocytic Leukemia and Large B Cell Lymphoma in
the summer of 2019. He successfully completed all rounds of chemotherapy and radiation
where he was in remission from his Lymphoma! To remove his blood born Leukemia, he
underwent a stem cell transplant leaving him severely immunocompromised in which he
died from severe medical complications, including acute respiratory failure and multifocal
pneumonia. Other significant contributors to his death also included acute renal failure and
toxic-metabolic encephalopathy. Jim was 65 years of age.

Jim and his wife Lisa were married 43 years. Everyone that met them knew they were soul
mates from first glance. To this day if you ask Lisa what she loves most about Jim her
response would be, “He always made me laugh and he is the smartest man I ever knew!”
They were born and raised in Southfield Michigan where they met working for the city of
Southfield. They dated 2 years before getting married in 1976. Jim graduated from
Lawrence Institute of Technology with a BSEE and then pursued his MBA from Regis
University. He pursued a career in Engineering for nearly 40 years. During his career he
accomplished many things including leading his team to sell over 3 billion dollars in sales
and working for multi-billion-dollar sales regions. He also wrote a book titled A Guide to
Customer Service Excellence.
Jim always said your attitude is everything in customer service and in life. He lived these
words by always having and possessing a “can do attitude.” During his time removing his
Lymphoma Jim entered the hospital with a smile on his face, hugging doctors, and
bringing candy to nurses. He was a problem solver, a solution finder and a kind soul. Jim
had a passion for his career and strived to be excellent within any and all tasks.

Jim was a devoted husband to his wife Lisa, father to his daughters Lauren and Mary and
grandfather to his grandchildren Aurora and Henry. Not only was a devoted family man,
but he was a cherished father in law to Eric and Alex. A loving brother to Judy and brother
in law to Royal. His friends were his extended family and he leaves behind many close
and dear friends.

Jim had his passion for family, friends and his career, but he also enjoyed the outdoors.
Jim’s favorite pass time was camping. He enjoyed smoking his famous brisket, cooking
bacon, listening to the water steams, and breathing in fresh air. He was a social person
even though if you asked him, he would disagree with conviction. His great attitude, love
for life and personable demeanor made people listen to his kind heart and respect his
logical train of thought.

His legacy will live on through his family and friends. His family promises to live as he did
with love, logic and passion and raise their children as he did. Please always remember
there are no guarantees in life, and therefore, you must live life to the fullest every day.
Jim will be missed every hour of every day. We love you Pa!

Comments

“

I'm so sad to find out about Jim's passing. We haven't been in touch since 1974....he
was my high school boyfriend. He was wonderful and I was a brat, so we broke up. I
remember him as a kind, caring person who gave his all to his friends and family.
May your wonderful family memories help you find peace. ~Kathy Choma Rassel

Kathy Rassel - April 04, 2020 at 06:05 PM

“

As Steve Easley and Robin Wagner shared yesterday, I had the good fortune to work
with Jim in Colorado, as well as Texas, if memory serves. What each of us has
learned, it is not the companies we have worked for, but the company we keep in
each place, that make those experiences memorable. It is special people like Jim
that stretch our minds, broaden our perspective, and deepen our hearts.
May the good memories of Jim, especially for his family, be a source of comfort.
Mike Shapiro

Michael Shapiro - April 02, 2020 at 03:45 PM

“

I had the pleasure of working with Jim three times. The first time was very short and
very telling. Jim was leaving Texas Instruments in Houston to move to California, and
I was moving into his engineering management position. During our short overlap, he
treated me very well in helping me to learn the ropes. It was very telling, because as
time went on, I appreciated what a great job Jim had done in setting up people and
processes to work very effectively. This was very important, because we were on the
beginning of exponential growth in the game market. The second time was after I
had moved to Colorado Springs. A reorganization created an opening that I thought
Jim would be perfect for. I asked the hiring manager to contact Jim in California.
Things worked out well, and Jim and I were peer managers in a business unit. Jim’s
integrity was unwavering. He made decisions to do the right thing for the customers,
the employees, and the business. His sense of humor kept us all going, even during
stressful times. The third time was after our employer went through its second
acquisition. Jim and I were in a new venture to bring multichip modules into the
company. I was happy to work once again with a person I knew was of high integrity
in a new environment where we had to invent new business processes. Jim set a
great example for the rest of us!

Steve Easley - April 01, 2020 at 08:43 PM

“

I worked with Jim at NCR Microelectronics, AT&T, etc. for a number of years. I
always enjoyed working with him because of his strong customer service values and
his sense of humor. I remember when I was pregnant with my daughter (my first and
only child), in 1995 he told me all about Lisa’s childbirth experiences, in great detail.
That was very helpful to me and I always thought it was so sweet that he was willing
to talk about it and share that...and also that he himself had experienced that so fully!
Robin Wagner

Robin Wagner - April 01, 2020 at 10:04 AM

“

Jim and Keith Tonkin were my lab assistants.one day a strong smell was coming
from the storeroom. They had dropped a bottle of ammonia. It broke and they were
trying to clean it up. I had to help them to get out because they were staggering. Had
to get large fans to clear the air. They took their job very serious. A pleasure to have
as students. Mr. M.

robert mineweaser - April 01, 2020 at 08:45 AM

“

Arrive in Style was purchased for the family of James Dorin Van Antwerp.
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