Gilbert "Bert" Evans Cook
April 5, 1938 - October 14, 2019

Gilbert (Bert) Evans Cook
On Monday, October 14, 2019, Gilbert (Bert) Evans Cook of Highlands Ranch, CO, loving
husband and father of three children, passed away at the age of 81.

Bert was born on April 5, 1938 in Chicago, IL to Gilbert John and Gertrude (Meyer) Cook.
He received his Bachelor of Science degree in Building Construction Technology from
Bradley University in Peoria, IL in 1963, and was a member of Theta Chi fraternity. Bert
worked for United Parcel Service in engineering and building services for 30 years, retiring
in 1995.

On August 27, 1966 he married Karen Jean Rossing. They raised two sons, Brian and
Jeff, and one daughter, Ellen.

Bert grew up in Chicago, IL and moved with his family to Atlanta (1975-1981) and then to
Florida (Longwood and DeBary) in 1981. He built friendships with many and was deeply
committed to his church, Holy Cross Lutheran in Lake Mary, FL. Upon moving to Colorado
full time in 2018, he became a member of Holy Cross Lutheran Church of Highlands
Ranch, CO.

Bert loved golf, travel and being with family. For years, he traveled with his wife and dog,
Casey, in their motorhome to see the country and visit friends and family. He brought a
bright smile, laughter, and good humor to all. Bert had unconditional love for his family and
positively impacted others’ lives with his boundless generosity.

He is survived by his wife, Karen, of Highlands Ranch, CO; sons Brian (Randi) of
Scottsdale, AZ and Jeffrey (Autga) of Higbee, MO; daughter Ellen Reid (Scott) of
Breckenridge, CO; sister Beverly Soltis (Roy) of Orland Park, IL; brother Randall (Donna)
of Florence, AZ; eight grandchildren, and one great-grandchild.

A Memorial Service and Celebration of Life will be held on Sunday, November 3rd from
1:00pm – 3:00pm in Highlands Ranch, Colorado at the Wind Crest Retirement
Community. We will gather in the Highline Overlook building in the Red Rocks room. For
more information please contact Bert’s daughter, Ellen Reid, at ellenreid21@gmail.com.

In lieu of flowers, please consider a donation to either Holy Cross Lutheran Church, 9770
Foothills Canyon Blvd., Highlands Ranch, CO 80129 or to the Bert Cook Camp
Scholarship Fund, Keystone Science School, 1053 Soda Ridge Road, Dillon, CO 80435,
where Bert sent his grandchildren to camp for many years creating lifelong bonds and
memories.
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Celebration of Life

01:00PM - 03:00PM

Highline Overlook Building - Red Rocks Room - Windcrest Retirement Community
2925 Summer Wind Lane, Highlands Ranch, CO, US, 80129

Comments

“

Mrs. Cook, Brian, Jeff and Ellen,
I wanted to pass along that we are so sorry to hear of your loss. My memories of our
times growing up together are some of the best memories and your husband and
dad was a true joy to always see. I think his smile was permanently attached. So
thankful for him. God bless you all!
Mark, Sara, Myles, Davis, and Annie Fogle

Mark - November 04 at 08:49 AM

“

Sending lots of love, grace and healing to you and your family.
Love,
The Wiethake Family.

Erin Wiethake - November 03 at 07:06 PM

“

Karen, was so very sorry to hear about Bert’s passing. He and John are probably
playing golf in heaven! I know you will miss him terribly. I got a puppy to live with me.
Love and blessings,
Judy Williams

Judy Williams - November 03 at 04:49 PM

“

Jerry & Barbara Fogle
We will surely miss our good friend Bert. While the Cooks lived in Atlanta Jerry and
Bert run together daily, played competitive racketball together, coached little league
baseball together and much more. We were sad when they moved to Florida but we
talked frequently. We pray for the family—we love y’all.

Jerry & Barbara Fogle - October 30 at 10:11 AM

“

Karen, Brian, Jeff, and Ellen,
I am so sorry to hear about Bert's passing. I know that he was loved and will be
deeply missed. All of the Montellos will be praying for you during this difficult time.

Take Care,
Mark & Kristie Montello
Mark Montello - October 30 at 09:28 AM

“

Thank you Mark. We have so many good memories of times with you and your family! Brian
Brian - October 30 at 05:32 PM

“

The Haupt Family purchased the Emerald Garden Basket for the family of Gilbert
"Bert" Evans Cook.

The Haupt Family - October 27 at 09:26 PM

“

Karen, my thoughts and prayers go to you & family!! Though we haven't seen each
other since our toddler days we are still family & my heart goes out to you at this sad
time!! Love, your cousin, Barb

Barbara Judd Good - October 25 at 06:13 PM

“

Karen, We are shocked to hear of Berts passing. He was such a wonderful & caring
man. We had the opportunity to play golf with the both of you only once but it was so
much fun. He will be sorely missed.
Our hearts, thoughts and prayers to you and you family at this difficult time.
Kris & Mike Hyland
Breck Niners.

Kris & Mike Hyland - October 22 at 09:45 AM

“

“

Thank you Kris. We are also shocked. Grateful for prayers!
Karen - October 23 at 06:43 PM

Dear Karen and family. We were so shocked to hear of Bert’s passing. Jerry, Scott,
Kelly and I all have fond memories of Atlanta and of course Jerry and I of Colorado
as well,
Sending hugs, thoughts and prayers to all of You!
Jerry and Rosie

Rose Marie Mastenbrook - October 21 at 03:19 PM

“

“

Thanks Rosie for the sentiments and the prayers. We did have some good times together.
Karen - October 23 at 06:45 PM

Bert, was a kind, generous and simply put a Nice Guy!.........I was lucky to have
known him. We shared many good times mostly on the golf course and a few
vacations. He had a great sense of humor and enjoyed making folks smile. To Karen
and Bert's family, I offer my deepest condolences and prayers for you today. I will be
thinking of you. Rest in Peace my friend. We will meet again!

Richie Coloni - October 20 at 01:02 PM

“

“

Thanks Richie. We miss him terribly. So good to have friends like you.
Karen - October 20 at 09:26 PM

Karen, . . I remember how gracious you were last October, 2018, to show us around
Windcrest shortly after moving in. It's a wonderful facility with so many activities for
active Coloradans to continue. Roy and I always enjoy meeting 'new friends' and
found Bert so cheerful and loved his sense of humor.
We came away thinking, 'that's what we're going to do, eventually consolidate two
homes and move into Windcrest.'
Our Condolences to you and your family. Bert was such a 'Bright Light' in the lives of
all who knew him.
With Deepest Sympathy,
Maggie & Roy Hoff

Maggie Hoff - October 19 at 03:32 PM

“

“

Thank you Maggie. We miss the friends we made in Breck!
Karen - October 23 at 06:46 PM

My condolences to the Family. Rest In Peace Bert, you will be missed. You were a
Great Engineer, UPSer and most of all, a Man that loved Life and his Family. Thank
you for the time we spent together in the Parcel Business, you trained me well.
Dave Lake

David Lake - October 19 at 02:31 PM

“

I worked with and knew Bert via his UPS family. There couldn't have been a nicer
(and
more knowledgeable) person to work with. May he rest in Peace......Dave Abernethy

Dave Abernethy - October 19 at 12:59 PM

“

Crystal Cross Bouquet was purchased for the family of Gilbert "Bert" Evans Cook.

October 19 at 12:50 PM

“

My title to this tribute is: (My other Brother)
I became a part of this family when I Married my Wife (Cherie) in 1959. By doing so I
became a member of the Cook family. Over a period of years we would travel to
Arlington heights, Atlanta, Georgia and finally Debury,Fl. They move around so
maybe we could not find them. Of course it did not work.It might take us several
hours but we would arrive.
By this time Brian, Jeff and Ellen had grown up and you might say (flew the coop).
Bert would call every so often and keep us updated on what was happening with the
family.
Then he called and said he was buying land in Missouri and Jeff was going to run the

operation. He explained he and Jeff were going to take a course at Columbia, Mo. on
farming. we were asked to come down over labor day weekend and from then on it
was
a yearly trip. Bert, Jeff and family really loved the land. I remember the first trip, not
seeing tractors, baled hay what the cows were going to eat in the winter. It was
explained
to me the cows would take their hoofs, paw down to grass and eat. I believe the next
trip a large tractor was on the property and many bales of hay was in the fields.
Bert loved his Family, Karen, Jeff, ,Brian,, Ellen and Grandchildren. He would call
every couple of weeks and update us on events.
We were with him this Labor day and was told he was having heart surgery shorty
after returning to Denver. He called us Sunday Evening and visited about a half hour.
Little did we know what was to happen Monday morning..
Bert, May you rest in peace and that we will see you in Heaven
Ron & Cherie tait and our Family
ronald tait - October 19 at 11:45 AM

“

My heart aches for you Cook family. He was the life of the party kind of guy always
making people laugh. His sweet memory will live on in the laughs and tears you
share in his absence. Love you all, Ellen’s friend Meena

Meena (Jotwani) Bowser - October 19 at 09:39 AM

“

I will (like I said ) till the day I die miss him. I can’t remember him ever without a smile
and laughter. He was always a jokester. Now you can Rest In Peace no more pain.
The world is in pain who new you. You left us with a broken heart. But it won’t be
long and we will see you. And. I am mad you left before your visit at Christmas we
were so happy you were going to stay with us for several days .

Love ,
Donna Cook
Donna Cook - October 18 at 07:07 PM

“

My big brother Bert and I grew up in Palos Heights Illinois we shared the same
bedroom in a small 2 bedroom house we had a great childhood sharing good
memories of are time together I will miss him so much my heart breaks he was my
roll model and my best friend God bless you Bert.

Randall E Cook - October 18 at 06:31 PM

“

Heartfelt sympathy for Karen, Ellen and the boys. Will miss my golfing buddy.
Love,
Jean and John

John Fitzgerald - October 18 at 03:59 PM

“

Pat and I met Bert and Karen the summer of 2018 when we all moved to the 6th floor
of Mt. Rosa (Wind Crest). Bert and I became friends right off, both born in Chicago
the same year, both sharing strong faith and family beliefs, and both loving the game
of golf. Bert will always have a special place in our hearts. Karen, love and prayers to
you and your beautiful family.
Jim and Pat Obst

Jim and Pat Obst - October 17 at 08:28 PM

“

My heartfelt sympathy to Karen and family. I know he will be missed. Prayers and
love to the family as the days go by. An angel has received another loving person.
Judy Moreau

Judy Moreau - October 17 at 04:36 PM

“

I met Mr. Cook when I was a kid growing up in the suburbs of Chicago, before there
were fences and the backyards were one big open field. He was the commissioner
for all our pickup football and wiffle ball games, acting as all-time quarterback or
pitcher. The games were so much fun whenever he was involved. You could tell he
liked kids and enjoyed a good time. I have nothing but fond memories of him.

John E. Bannon

John E. Bannon - October 17 at 01:42 PM

“

My condolences to the family. I to remember that ever present smile. It was a pleasure
working with and know Bert. Please know that you are in our prayers.
Jim Winestock
Winestock, Jim - October 19 at 08:26 AM

“

“

Thanks for sharing those memories John! Those were great times!
Brian Cook - October 19 at 10:08 AM

We met Bert and Karen through their daughter, Ellen, who we've known for years.
Karen and Bert moved to Windcrest about the same time we did and became part of
the Summit County group. Enjoyed having dinner with them and really enjoyed our
golf days with Bert at the local courses. Will miss his smile and good nature.
Annette and Gerry

Gerry Fricke - October 17 at 11:53 AM

