George A. Woodland
September 21, 1931 - September 5, 2015

George Woodland of Highlands Ranch was a loved and respected husband, father,
grandfather and friend. George died peacefully at his home on Saturday morning surround
by his family. He was born September 21, 1931 in Cardinal, Ontario, the son of Charles
Woodland and Willamenia Woodland. George was 83.
He immigrated from Canada to Colorado in 1961. He got his first U.S. construction job
with Douglas Jardine and Sons in Colorado Springs as a laborer, eventually working his
way to the position of foreman. In 1974 he joined Kelran Constructors, Inc. as a
superintendent. He quickly became a shareholder in the company and held the position of
vice president and general manager. He remained with the company and its affiliates for
24 years. In 1998, he and his partner, Ward Kelley, sold the business to the international
engineering, procurement and construction company, The Industrial Company. At the age
of 68, rather than retire, he formed his own company in Eagle with his sons Derek and
Edward. The company was in business for 14 years, when George retired for good.
George managed the infrastructure of some of Colorado’s most high profile construction
projects including Denver International Airport, Highlands Ranch, Mountain Star, Red Sky
Ranch and Eagle Ranch. His construction career spanned more than 50 years.
In addition to his professional career, George was known as an exceptional gardener who
loved to care for his lawn and flowers. He had boundless energy which he channeled into
spending time with his family and friends, all of whom would agree with the fact that he
had a legendary sense of humor.
George was preceded in death by his parents, his sister Lorraine and brothers, Charles
and Arthur. George is survived his wife, Louise of 49 years; their two sons, Derek and
Edward (Kristen); five grandchildren, Ross, Kara, Ian, Grant and Luke, his sister, Edith
(Hanley) of St. Catherine’s, Ontario and more friends than can be counted. He is
profoundly missed by all.
George will be buried in a private ceremony on Wolfe Island, Ontario. He was a simple

man who did not want a service, but the family will receive visits or calls from friends at
any time to reminisce on his life. In lieu of flowers, the family asks that donations be made
in his name to the American Diabetes Association (http://www.diabetes.org/donate).

Comments

“

Sending our heartfelt condolences to Cousin Louise and family over the loss of
George.
The Flynn family from Detroit, MI

Theresa Gebara - September 18, 2015 at 09:25 AM

“

I will dearly miss my friend, neighbor, and handyman George Woodland. I have so
many fond memories of visiting with George, working on mutual home projects
together and sharing tools and home repair experiences. I learned so much from
George over the 20+ years we lived next door to one another. One of my most
memorable experiences working with George was when we did a major repair project
for a friend who had a severe stroke and needed repairs to a living space that had
been flooded and nearly destroyed by a restoration company. Although George didn't
know these people personally, he was excited to lend his expertise to helping them in
their darkest hours of need. This act of kindness best describes George Woodland.
He will be deeply missed by so many. May he now rest in peace after a long struggle
to regain his health.
Pat Grippe

Patrick Grippe - September 13, 2015 at 09:33 PM

“

Uncle George was an attractive, humorous person who loved to tease, loved a joke
and when he was around there was always laughter. His brother Art loved his
company and the times when all of the family were together. I think they learned this
mischievousness mainly from their father, Grandpa Woodland.
Aunt Louise,Derrick and Edward, you and your families are in our thoughts and
prayers. You have lost a a good man and we are happy that we had the privilege of
knowing him. I am sure you have many fond memories and memories are something
that can't be taken away from you. Memories are with you forever. May you sense
the support of your family and friends and rely on the strength of your faith during this
time.
He will be missed by all of us and we too have many great memories!

Richard and Mary Woodland - September 10, 2015 at 09:02 PM

“

Oh how I loved George! He was always full of smiles and jokes and laughter. Such a
happy soul. Every time I walked in the Office to see my dad, George would be there
to greet me first with that glorious mischievous grin of his. From the time I was little to
the time when I was dragging my girls behind me, he always felt like he was an
extension of my family. He will be deeply missed and always remembered with heart
felt joy.
Jennifer (Kelley) Westover

Jennifer Westover - September 10, 2015 at 11:39 AM

“

Edith George's sister, Joan, and Ed will always remember the wonderful time they
had when they visited with Uncle George and aunt Louise at their home in Highland
Ranch. Edith stil remembers the sheep in the field behind their home!! Uncle George
always had a wicked sense of humou, and he loved to tease. For several years
George and Louise would make a special trip to St. Catharines, Ontario, Canada to
visit with his sister Edith, niece Joan and her husband Ed. George will be fondly
remembered by all of us.
Edith, Joan, Ed

Edouard Lajoie - September 09, 2015 at 06:34 PM

“

To me Uncle George was always a well-tanned, good natured man who loved to be around
his family, relatives and friends. His quick wittedness and mischievous antic’s always won
you over with his boyish grin. Saying like “Which kid are you, Oh you are the homely dog
faced kid” still makes me laugh. My mother Lorraine Coughtry, George’s sister always
made him homemade pies when he came to visit (Lemmon Meringue, Apple, Banana and
Coconut Cream and homemade donuts were some of his favorites and he always said they
were a bit better than their mothers were, as he had another piece which always
guaranteed another pie the next time he visited. All the Uncles playing cards around
Christmas dinner table after dinner was always fun to watch from a kid’s perspective.
These times were always the best of times. May you all cherish his memories and
celebrate his life with family and friends as he will be greatly missed by all who knew him.
Our Thoughts and Prayers are with you today and always Aunt Louise, Derek, Edward and
family.
Respectfully,
Arthur (Buddy), Adrian and Brandon Coughtry
ARTHUR cOUGHTRY - September 11, 2015 at 01:27 PM

