Douglas A. Burtard
August 25, 1949 - July 31, 2016

Douglas Alan Burtard passed away on July 31, 2016 in his home in Centennial, CO. He
was born in Denver on August 25, 1949. He was a 3rd generation Colorado native and
loved his home state. Like both his parents, Doug graduated from South High School; he
was in the Class of 1967. As a young child he spent a couple of years in Kansas during
his father’s military service. They returned to Denver and he grew up on South High Street
throughout his school years. He went to the University of Colorado Boulder in 1967 and
graduated with an Electrical Engineering degree in 1971. His first job was with General
Electric and it took him to Erie, PA. This job started Doug’s love for travel when he
received an assignment in Brazil. The plant manager there was so pleased with Doug’s
work that he gave him a bonus - a paid trip to Machu Picchu. Doug did not like being away
from Colorado and left PA to return to Denver and got a job with Gates Rubber Company.
He worked at the old Gates plant on So. Broadway for 23 years. His engineering specialty
was Control Systems for manufacturing. While working for Gates he designed and started
up manufacturing control systems at rubber plant locations around the world. His longest
project had him in Bulgaria in 1982-83 for 14 months. He had many interesting stories to
share of living and working behind the Iron Curtain. Since he was single at the time, he
used the company allowance for ‘escaping’ Bulgaria and instead of coming home he
opted to travel all over Europe. Highlights included Norway, Greece, Switzerland,
Luxemburg, Belgium, Italy, and Germany. When he returned back to Colorado he took the
long way home through Hong Kong and Japan. Doug left Gates after some reorganization
that would have moved his position out of state. He continued his Engineering work with
consulting firms beginning with Hinz Consulting. He then followed former colleagues to
Rappley Engineering. He essentially stayed with the same organization through multiple
buyouts, first by Veco Engineering and then CH2M Hill. He retired from CH2M Hill in
August 2014.
Doug’s love for travel continued throughout his life. He traveled for work and for pleasure
(and he often combined the two). Before his marriage, he went to Alaska, Australia,
Canada, Hawaii, Korea, Spain, and Belgium as well as many US destinations. Most
locations included beautiful scenery and fostered his love of hiking. But no matter where
Doug went, he always loved Colorado best. Doug’s love of the Colorado mountains was

the motivation for him to later on in life, volunteer time working alongside family and
friends on multiple trail crews for The Colorado Trail Foundation.
Doug met his wife, Carolyn Willcox, on May 17, 1989 at a Timberline Tall Club event. They
were married May 18, 1991 at Mount Vernon Country Club in Golden, CO and recently
celebrated their 25th wedding anniversary. He introduced her to the world of extended
travel when she joined him after a work project in Spain in 1989. He renewed his scuba
certification when she got her basic PADI card. Carolyn and Doug were able to make
great use of their frequent flyer miles obtained through business travel. Destinations
included Cuba, Argentina, Chile, Mexico, Belize, Norway, Spain, Portugal, France,
Prague, Austria, Ireland, Scotland, New Zealand, Alaska, Hawaii, multiple US cities, and
many Caribbean islands for scuba diving. When Doug retired they did a memorable 3
week road trip with their fur child, Chester. This trip included a family wedding along with
visits to other family and friends covering 12 states and 4500 miles.
Doug is survived by his wife, Carolyn Willcox Burtard of Centennial, CO. He is also
survived by his mother, Marjorie “Marg” Burtard of Englewood, CO and sister, Jill Rice of
Bailey, CO. Doug and Carolyn did not have children but have a very special connection to
their nieces and nephews and they include: Chris Rice of Greeley, CO; Ryan Rice of
Denver, CO; Jessica (Harmon) & Ashley Johstoneaux of Provo, UT; Shannon (Harmon) &
Matt Stanley of Salt Lake City, UT; Mark & Aubri Harmon of Salt Lake City, UT; Keith &
Amilyn Harmon of Paradise, UT; Jessica Herron of Augusta, GA; Andrea Willcox &
Brandon Lynn of Daly City, CA; Eric Willcox of Chicago, IL; Emily (Willcox) & Terry Tittel of
Augusta, GA; Hannah Borden of Cincinnati, OH; and Natalie Willcox of Cincinnati, OH.
There are many great-nieces and great-nephews that will miss Uncle Doug/Dunkle.
Doug was preceded in death by his father, Wilbur “Bill” Burtard and his BFF Chester.
A Celebration of Doug’s life will be held at 11:00 AM on Thursday, August 11, 2016 at the
Rose Garden in Hudson Gardens, 6115 S Santa Fe Drive, Littleton, CO 80120. Casual
attire is encouraged.
Memorial donations made in care of the family. Donations will be designated to causes
near and dear to Doug at a future date. If anyone would like to donate to the floral tributes
planned for the memorial, please call Abloom at 303.470.1700.

Events
AUG
11

Celebration of Life

11:00AM - 02:00PM

Hudson Gardens - Rose Garden
6115 S. Santa Fe Drive, Littleton, CO, US, 80120

Comments

“

At the Buoy Bar in Cozumel. Doug sat in one of those plastic chairs, as did you and
me Carolyn,
When Summer's heat slowly flattened out the legs of Doug's chair. And he gradually
sank to the ground!
Was this when you and I actually ate one fish eye apiece, (from our whole fried fish
order), on a dare from the waiter?
Yup, we ate fish eye.
Then the waiter said, "I Never did!"
And by this time, Doug was closer to the beer bottle "empties crate", now that his
chair had collapsed!
And some young dancer was entertaining us all, what a day!
Love to you, and
Thanks for the Memories
Love from Becky

Becky - August 13, 2016 at 12:45 AM

“

The song Solsbury Hill always reminds me of Doug, as I gave him a copy decades
ago. To me 'Home' in the song is a return from the depression he was in at the time. I
now realize he may never have come home.
Lovingly,
Your little sister

Jill Rice - August 11, 2016 at 05:22 PM

“

Comfort & Light 30" Sonnet was purchased for the family of Douglas A. Burtard.

August 10, 2016 at 10:19 PM

“

Darcy Hannappel lit a candle in memory of Douglas A. Burtard

Darcy Hannappel - August 10, 2016 at 09:02 PM

“

Garden Accent Stone - 'Wherever a beautiful soul...' was purchased for the family of
Douglas A. Burtard.

August 10, 2016 at 08:40 PM

“

Glorious Grace Bouquet was purchased for the family of Douglas A. Burtard.

August 10, 2016 at 01:22 PM

“

9 files added to the album Adventures of Doug

Carolyn - August 10, 2016 at 12:13 AM

“

Doris Willcox purchased the Sentiments of Serenity Spray for the family of Douglas
A. Burtard.

Doris Willcox - August 09, 2016 at 03:09 PM

“

H.J. and Kathleen Willcox purchased the Sentiments of Serenity Spray for the family
of Douglas A. Burtard.

H.J. and Kathleen Willcox - August 09, 2016 at 03:09 PM

“

Doug was a good and gentle soul.
I once asked him if he felt awkward being so tall?
He replied that he was a normal guy in a world full of short people.
Doug will be missed, the good ones are...

Patrick Berner - August 09, 2016 at 02:02 PM

“

Florist Choice Bouquet was purchased for the family of Douglas A. Burtard.

August 09, 2016 at 01:55 PM

“

Caroyln,
Please know that we will deeply miss Doug at the Bank. We are thinking of you and
hope to share more memories with you the next time we see you.

Your friends at Bank SNB- Shannon, Marcy, James, Alisha, Jerrica & Ali
Marcy Thompson - August 09, 2016 at 12:18 PM

“

John, Tammy and Dylan Devlin purchased the Florist Choice Bouquet for the family
of Douglas A. Burtard.

John, Tammy and Dylan Devlin - August 09, 2016 at 12:05 PM

“

Simply Elegant Spathiphyllum was purchased for the family of Douglas A. Burtard.

August 09, 2016 at 11:46 AM

“

Grateful to have been a part of Doug's life for many years. We shared a mutual love
of sailing and traveling. His wry sense of humor will be missed. Brad and Lynn
Loving

lynn and brad loving - August 09, 2016 at 10:09 AM

“

2 files added to the album New Album Name

Jill Rice - August 08, 2016 at 09:42 PM

“

Steve and Sandy Staley purchased the Beautiful in Blue for the family of Douglas A.
Burtard.

Steve and Sandy Staley - August 08, 2016 at 04:07 PM

“

Hello Carolyn. Many sorrows from us for your loss! I will always remember Doug as a
gentle, thoughtful and kind man who had tremendous patience for his wife's
generous endeavors working for the Colorado Trail! And your and his trail work was
most appreciated! What a life well lived as written in his obituary. Thank you for
sharing. Best personal regards, Steve and Sandy

Steve Staley - August 08, 2016 at 02:59 PM

“

Doug was a wonderful help as volunteer to The Colorado Trail Foundation. His
wonderful smile and can-do attitude were always a nice addition. Great guy, he'll be
deeply missed.

Bill Manning - August 07, 2016 at 08:28 PM

“

Simply Elegant Spathiphyllum was purchased for the family of Douglas A. Burtard.

August 07, 2016 at 07:53 PM

“

Florist Choice Bouquet was purchased for the family of Douglas A. Burtard.

August 07, 2016 at 07:13 PM

“

Dear Carloyn,
I recall with great affection your and Doug's care of your step mother, Mary Willcox. I
can still see your Dad and Mary's picture with you and Doug on your wedding day. It
sat in her living room in Punta Gorda, Fl. She loved you both. I recall the day when
"handyman Doug" was repairing her garage door. The door spring, "sprang" and
severely damaged Doug's hand. Never a compaint from that "gentle giant".
Your loss is great! Your memories of a life well lived will be your mainstay in the
years to come.
God's Blessings be with you.
Connie H. Swett
Memphis, Tenn.

connie swett - August 07, 2016 at 09:02 AM

“

I attended the wedding of Doug and Carolyn. It was a very "tall" event. Doug and
Carolyn were both tall, along with many of their friends and relatives. It seemed like
we were the shortest guests. Carolyn became my lifetime friend when I signed up for
a Colorado Trail work crew and I am so saddened for her loss. My condolences to all
of the people who knew and loved Doug.

Debra Beasley - August 06, 2016 at 05:55 PM

“

Doug I,m going to miss the call that you need a beverage and would you like to meet
at Rock Bottom. We had some great Racquetball matches and regardless of win or
loose the beverages were always cold at the end. Miss you.
Dale Taylor

Dale Taylor - August 06, 2016 at 11:22 AM

“

Carolyn, the staff and students from The Glass Warehouse send their love and
prayers for you. We will be waiting for you when you are ready. Much love. Becky et
al.

Becky MacKenzie - August 04, 2016 at 06:56 PM

“

Our Deepest sympathy goes out to Carolyn and the family. He is now at peace and in
God's hands.
Cleetis and Bernie Miller
Grand Island, NE

CLEETIS MILLER - August 04, 2016 at 12:23 AM

