Diane Bierwagen
May 15, 1941 - January 4, 2020

Bierwagen, Diane (Fischer), beloved wife, mother, grandmother (Mimi), sister, and friend,
age 78, passed away peacefully on January 4, 2020 in Highlands Ranch, Colorado. She
passed away in the presence of her loving husband and daughters, after a long struggle
with Alzheimer’s.
She was born in Columbus Ohio on May 15, 1941 to Jack and Dorothy (Schlueter)
Fischer. Diane spent a very happy childhood with her parents and sisters in Denver, CO,
Stratford CT, Brookfield WI, and Elkhart, IN where she graduated from Elkhart High
School. She attended Valparaiso University, majoring in Education and Mathematics, with
a minor in German. As with everything Diane put her mind to, she was an extremely hard
working and accomplished student, a leader in student activities, and active member of
the Alpha Xi sorority. At Valpo she made many lifetime friends. She met and fell in love
with Gordon, and they married in Mount Prospect, Illinois in August 1964 - the beginning
of a long and happy 55-year marriage, full of love and adventures.
After teaching for 3 years in Ames, IA, she and Gordon had three beautiful children. Diane
spent 13 years as a stay-at-home mom, and as an active community member in
Homewood, IL, participating in the Homewood PTA, Homewood Junior Women’s Club,
and Meals On Wheels, among other activities. In 1980, she returned to teaching math in
the community where she lived, at Flossmoor Junior High, for 10 years. In 1990 she and
Gordon moved to Fargo, ND where Gordon became a Coatings Science professor at
North Dakota State University (NDSU). She taught in her new community, at Fargo South
High School, for another 14 years. In 1996 she earned a Master’s degree in Educational
Counseling from NDSU. Throughout her entire career, she was a highly sought-after and
respected teacher, having a reputation as a smart, patient, kind, and dedicated teacher
and colleague. She was beloved by students and parents alike. She was a firm believer in
the power and importance of public schools, and arts and music education.
At a very early age, she demonstrated a prodigious talent on the piano. She was an
accomplished pianist throughout middle school and high school, winning many awards

and competitions, and performed concertos with her high school orchestra. For her entire
life, she delighted her friends and family with her performances of challenging piano
repertoire: Scott Joplin piano rags (her children’s favorite), Chopin, Debussy, Beethoven,
Mozart, and Weber, among others. In her retirement she was able to continue her piano
playing, learning new and challenging music into her 70’s. She also enjoyed tennis, bridge
club, book club, PEO, gardening, and visiting with her children and grandchildren. She
and Gordon were blessed with many domestic and international travel opportunities, and
made many friends overseas. She was the best wife, mother, and sister, and was a
beloved lifetime friend to many. We miss her beautiful smile every single day.
She is preceded in death by her parents and brother-in-law Kenneth Gust. She is survived
by her devoted and heartbroken family: her husband Gordon, her sisters Marilyn (John)
Ruck and Susan Gust, her in-laws Paula and Bill Otto and Ellen and Fred Meyer, her
children Erik Bierwagen (Laura) of Redwood City, CA, Lisa Bierwagen (Ryan Rice) of
Minneapolis, MN, Krista Reese (Kristopher) of Centennial, CO, and her beloved
grandchildren Noah, Alex, Jack, Colin, Zach, Timmy, Kate, and Hannah. Alzheimer’s stole
her from her us too soon, but we are relieved that her soul is finally at peace.
A Memorial Service will be held on Sunday January 19, 2020 @ 4:00, at Windcrest Senior
Living Community, High Line Overlook Building, Red Rocks Room, 2975 Summer Wind
Lane, Highlands Ranch, CO 80129
In lieu of flowers, the family gratefully requests that memorials be sent to Valparaiso
University to support the Diane Bierwagen Memorial scholarship, established to support
young women interested in studying math and education. Donations can be sent to
Valparaiso University, Office of Advancement, 1100 Campus Drive, Valparaiso, IN 46383,
or donate online at give.valpo.edu, with “Diane Bierwagen” in the special instructions.
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Comments

“

Alzheimer’s is such a cruel robber especially Regarding someone so bright, kind and
talented as Diane. We send heartfelt thoughts & hugs to Gordon and the entire
family. We have known Diane all of our adult lives since she fell in love with Gordon
at Valparaiso where Gordon and my husband David (already high school
friends)roomed together at Lambda Chi. Diane and I were the ‘two older women’ in
the lives of our boyfriends who were academically 1 year behind us, and I felt a
special bond with her about that. No matter what she was involved in—school,
sorority, mothering, piano, teaching, bridge, tennis and chatting —Diane was ‘all in.’
A really special part of our relationships was that we began the tradition of family
vacationing together when our youngest were still babies. Those are forever
memories no matter the destination- years in Traverse City, Smokey
mountains,Hilton Head and even a Colorado dude ranch.
An especially precious memory I have of Diane is that after settling down our kids
and playing bridge with the guys til 1 or 2 am, she and I would quietly sneak out, right
before dawn to play singles tennis which we loved at a nearby court and eventually
return with donuts. Being conscientious wives and mothers of that generation, our
time to play was tucked in around those roles. But our sleep deprivation was a small
price for the wonderful comraderie we had
Farewell Diane, dear lady. You are tucked forever in our memories

Nancy & David Lawrenz - January 17 at 12:59 AM

“

Gordon and Family:
I met Diane for the first time in 2003, in Portugal, and then several times around the
world, typically at places where conferences on Materials Science were held. It was
however in Fargo where we had a closer contact, during a wonderful sabbatical year
that I had the chance to spend at NDSU. From the first day, Diane helped me in
going through the basic things that foreigners have to go through, but mostly she
helped my son and I in whatever had to do with moving to a new school, new town
and new country. I keep great memories of those times. In particular, I remember a
summer party at their beautiful house. Diane was a clever and good humored
person, with a positive attitude towards life and always a kind word to us.
I am sad for her departure and my prayers are with you.

Alda Simoes - January 16 at 10:02 AM

“

Carol & Joe McEntee purchased the Peaceful White Lilies Basket for the family of
Diane Bierwagen.

Carol & Joe McEntee - January 15 at 05:33 PM

“

Diane was a dear, sweet fellow math teacher at South High School. We shared our
subject but also our love for piano. I did go to her house and enjoyed her grand piano
playing some duets with her. I am very sorry for the loss of this dear lady. My prayers
are with you.
Alvina Deyle

Alvina Deyle - January 15 at 05:16 PM

“

Diane was one of the kindest, sweetest teachers I taught with a South High. She truly
never had a bad word to say about anyone. She has been and will be missed.

carol Seim - January 15 at 02:43 PM

“

I taught at Fargo South with Diane. Even though we didn’t teach directly together, I
was fortunate to work with her on a school improvement committee. We were also
seated near each other for parent teacher conferences. So through those events, I
was able to visit with Diane and get to know her better. She was kind, thoughtful, &
professional and a pleasure to be around. I will always remember her big smile! I am
so sorry for your loss. I know your hearts are broken. Rest In Peace, Diane.

Susan Brudvik - January 15 at 09:55 AM

“

Diane was a truly fine person. Gracious and smart and a pleasure to talk to. I knew
her during her stay in Fargo and became well aware of her excellent teaching record
at Fargo South HS.
I knew she was struggling with Alzheimers disease and my wife and I thought of her
often.
Phil Boudjouk

Philip Boudjouk - January 14 at 04:39 PM

“

NDSU Coatings and Polymeric Materials Department purchased the Arrive in Style
for the family of Diane Bierwagen.

NDSU Coatings and Polymeric Materials Department - January 13 at 12:06 PM

“

Gordon and family:
I am saddened to hear of Diane's passing. We worked together in the Fargo South
math department and I have to many wonderful memories of her. I was a young
mother when she was there and we often talked about parenting. I definitely looked
to her for guidance and a kind ear. One of my strongest memories of her was one
year when we had a shared free period and students would come in to ask her for
help on their math homework. I remember overhearing her talk with her students in
such a gentle and caring way day after day. Sometimes when I'm having a low
patience day, I think of Diane and reach for the extra reserves of patience. She was a
true mentor to me as both a teacher and a parent. God bless you, Diane.
Nancy Koch Durow

Nancy Koch Durow - January 12 at 08:19 PM

“

Gordon and family,
We send our deepest sympathy and share your loss in Diane's passing. She was forever
positive, compassionate, smart and energetic. God bless her memory.
Ed and Ann Glass
Ann Buettner Glass - January 14 at 05:53 PM

“

Gordon and family,
We send our deepest sympathy and share your loss in Diane's passing. She was forever
positive, compassionate, smart and energetic. God bless her memory.
Ed and Ann Glass
Ann Buettner Glass - January 14 at 05:54 PM

“

Gordon and Family. I worked with Diane at Fargo South HS, in fact, I hired her to
teach in the math department. Diane and I had a common connection in Illinois. I was
an assistant principal at Parker Junior High but had left to move to Fargo for a
principalship a year or so before Diane came to Parker.
When Diane and Gordon moved to Fargo, her colleagues at Parker mentioned to
Diane that she should contact me about a possible teaching position at South. While
I did not, that year, have an opening, we did have a wonderful time connecting about
mutual colleagues and friends in Illinois. The following year, an opening occurred and
Diane became a Bruin. She was a gifted teacher who cared about her students and
the school. She was a positive person who worked hard to make a difference for her
students both in and out of the classroom.
I remember that smiling face and laugh that made me feel good about working with
her. Know that the thoughts and prayers are for Diane and with all of you as you
remember her.
Dick and Mary Warner

Richard Warner - January 12 at 05:09 PM

“

God bless the memory of Diane. Gordon, we were so saddened to hear off Diane’s
passing. We always enjoyed the two of you.
Blessings, Terry s& Bonnie Yoney

Terry Yoney - January 12 at 04:20 PM

“

I met Diane when she and I joined the staff of Fargo South High. I can't tell you how
many days we had lunch together in the lounge, sitting with other staff, discussing
"school topics" but often discussing our families. Diane was very proud of hers and
she kept us up to date, including her travels with Gordon.
She had a stellar reputation in the classroom and a beautiful smile.
After she retired, my husband and I occasionally ran into Gordon and her at
Sarello's, a favorite restaurant in Moorhead and we would have a brief chat.
I was aware of her illness and was saddened by her diagnosis; Alzheimer's is a
dreadful, unforgiving disease.
I hope your family finds comfort knowing how many people cared about Diane.
Kathy Dixon

kathy dixon - January 12 at 02:53 PM

“

I taught at South High School with Diane. She never failed to ask about the most recent
rehearsals taking place in the theatre. As the play production director, I appreciated her
interest in the actors, musicians and techies in my department. For them, having their math
teacher acknowledge their talents and hard work meant everything. My condolences
extend to you, her family, for the loss of someone so central to your lives. Diane was truly a
lovely person.
Gwen Stark - January 15 at 03:33 PM

“

Full Of Love Bouquet was purchased for the family of Diane Bierwagen.

January 12 at 02:28 PM

“

Diane was a truly accomplished woman and one of my best friends!
Sandy Stroner

Sandra Stroner - January 12 at 10:03 AM

“

Diane was a gifted & very talented friend at Elkhart High School. I know she will be
missed by her many friends & family.
Ann Cleveland Mann

Ann Cleveland Mann - January 12 at 07:13 AM

“

May The Lord Bless you and Keep You All.
Paul & Christian

paul geringer - January 09 at 03:23 PM

“

I am very saddened to hear of your loss. Having known the family for a very long
time i can readily see what a loss it is to lose someone who meant so much to so
many. My prayers are with you all.... joe chodorowski

joe chodorowski - January 09 at 02:25 PM

