David Alan Groth
May 27, 1940 - June 17, 2019

David Alan Groth, age 79 of Centennial, Colorado passed away peacefully on June 17th,
2019. David was born on May 27, 1940 in Des Moines, Iowa to the late Lucille and Irling
Groth.
Dave was raised in Des Moines where he attended Roosevelt High School graduating
with the Class of 1958. Dave attended Iowa State University where he played basketball,
was a member of the Phi Delta Theta fraternity and graduated with a degree in Industrial
Administration in 1963. As an undergraduate, he participated in the Army ROTC and
earned a commission as a Second LT, and was elected to the Cardinal Key Honorary
Society. While at Iowa State, he also earned a Masters of Arts Degree in Psychology.
Following graduation, he married the love of his life, Beverly Jane Miller.
Following graduation, he and Beverly moved to Fort Bragg, NC, where he served at the
Special Warfare Center as a Psychological Warfare Officer. Following the army, Dave
earned his PhD in Higher Education from Michigan State University.
His career included 15 years with two-year colleges in Illinois, Florida and Colorado. In
1985, he joined the administration of the University of Colorado where he held a number
of different administrative positions at the Denver campus and in the President’s Office,
Boulder campus, until he retired in 2000 as Vice President of Academic Affairs and
Research, and received the University Medal.
In retirement, Dave devoted much of his time mentoring at-risk students, including
developing a pre-collegiate program designed to guide students toward college education.
His other loves included tennis, golf and reading. He was especially proud of his book
group of over 25 years. He loved spending time with his grandkids attending their various
games and events and following his beloved Iowa State Cyclones. He and Bev enjoyed
considerable travel mostly to Europe, but also to Latin and South America.
He is survived by his wife of 54 years, Beverly Jane Miller of Shenandoah, Iowa. He is
also survived by his sons, Todd Miller Groth and his wife Whitney and their two children,
Graham and Mallory; Deon Alden Groth and his wife Lauri and their two children, Maggie
and Miller, and Bryan Alan Groth and his wife Machelle and their son, Brennan.
Dave loved the Lord and spent much of his time in Bible studies and fellowship with other
Christians. He will be missed for his conversations and his dry sense of humor.

In lieu of flowers, please feel free to donate to one of Dave’s favorite charities – Save Our
Youth, Denver. https://saveouryouth.org/donate/
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The Dixon Chapel at Cherry Hills
3900 Grace Blvd., Highlands Ranch, CO, US, 80126

Comments

“

I worked with Dave in Boulder, he was our Vice President for Academic Affairs.
What a kind and wonderful man. He was truly loved by all his co-workers.
We used to tease Dave because he loved to go eat everyday at Wendys,
so when he retired we had a party for just our office and the theme was Wendys.
The last time I saw Dave was at a memorial service in Salida for a former co-worker
it was nice to visit with him and Beth. He will be missed.
God Bless you Beth and your family.
Many blessings
Marcella

Marcella Cruz Lucero - June 24 at 12:52 PM

“

45 files added to the album LifeTributes

Heflebower Funeral Services - June 24 at 12:17 PM

“

Steve and Cynthia Foulke and family purchased the Comfort & Light 30" Sonnet for
the family of David Alan Groth.

Steve and Cynthia Foulke and family - June 22 at 11:23 AM

“

3 files added to the tribute wall

Karen Overton - June 19 at 10:21 PM

“

4 files added to the tribute wall

Diane Armstrong - June 19 at 09:20 PM

“

“

These photos of the Cuba trip are from Pete and Ginny
Diane Armstrong - June 20 at 05:42 PM

1 file added to the album Remembering Dave Groth

Rick Armstrong - June 19 at 02:05 PM

“

I remember Dave Groth as a very talented athlete, always gracious, friendly and smiling.
So glad I got to see him again at our last high school reunion. And happy to have known
him during our years at Roosevelt High Schoo. Sincerely, Freddy Wilcox
Fred A. Wilcox - June 19 at 08:01 PM

“

I became acquainted with Dave when I was the student manager of the Iowa State
basketball team and so enjoyed building a lifelong friendship with him later meeting and
spending time with his wife Bev and their children. While living and working in Denver we
lived not far from them. He and I shared a lot of time together and laughter was always a
product of those interactions. His laugh was infectious! He was the rush chairman at Phi

Delta Theta when I had the similar position with Sigma Alpha Epsilon. We were recruiting
the same men and we actually kept score about who pledged where.

We have lost a wonderful friend. I am saddened to learn of his passing. I am fortunate to
have met him and known him all these years.
God bless his memory and be with the family.
Tom Goodale
Thomas Goodale - June 23 at 10:39 PM

