Christine C. Woods De Rael
April 10, 1946 - May 31, 2020

Christine (Chris) C. Woods de Rael, born April 10, 1946, passed away in Colorado on May
31, 2020.
Chris grew up in Santa Fe, New Mexico, where her family had settled for several
generations. Chris met her husband of 51 years in Albuquerque, New Mexico and the
couple relocated to Colorado in 1975 with their daughter, where they have remained
since.
Chris obtained a B.S. in Psychology from Colorado State University and then an Ed.S in
School Psychology from the University of Northern Colorado. She went on to become a
nationally certified neuropsychologist specializing in working with juveniles. Chris was a
School Psychologist for 28 years in the Sheridan, Jefferson County, and Denver Public
School Districts, respectively.
Chris is survived by her husband James (Jim) Woods, daughter Kimberley Woods
Vanselow, Son-in-law Jason Vanselow, sister Dolly Garcia, and several nieces and
nephews
A celebration of life will be planned for the fall of 2020. Memorial donations may be made
to the Rocky Mountain Children’s Law Center.
Chris was smart, beautiful, funny, and had an infinite capacity to find joy in life. She was
truly the magic ingredient for our entire family. She was also fiercely loyal to her friends
and family, and a tenacious advocate for all the kids she worked with throughout her
career. She always seemed to be the “go to” person for questions or needs regarding “her
kids” in all three school districts.
Chris was very proud of her family heritage in New Mexico. Her paternal grandfather, Don
Gregorio Rael, was born in Santa Fe in 1876, and was a translator and printer for the daily
Santa Fe newspaper, the Santa Fe New Mexican, which simultaneously printed a Spanish

language edition, El Nuevo Mexicano. Don Gregorio also provided translation and printing
services for Spanish language books and materials for libraries, book stalls and the state
Capitol. Antonio Rael, one of Chris’ great-grandfathers, was a Union Soldier during the
Civil War, and another great-grandfather, Juan Ortega, was a descendent of a group of
Conquistadores who were killed by Apaches.
Chris loved movies, art, and was a voracious reader. She continued her study of
psychology and neuropsychology even after retirement by reading the most up-to-date
studies and books in the field, and she was also a huge fan of all types of fiction. There
was always a stack of books next to her favorite chair where she read daily while sipping
her afternoon coffee. She was a great cook; her masterpiece being her traditional New
Mexican Christmas meal of posole (a type of hominy stew), along with her famous red
chile (Hatch grown), blue corn enchiladas, and corn tortillas.
There is no one like Chris. It will be impossible for our family and friends to fill this huge
void in our lives, but we have an endless supply of beautiful memories of a truly beautiful
person.

Comments

“

I do remember Christine although I am 6 years older (to the day-sharing April 10).
Her sister was closer in age to me. Our mothers worked at Sears together. When I
saw the obituary picture, I immediately recognized her since she looks so much like
her mother. Condolences to the family. Marcella Ortiz Gonzales

marcella o gonzales - August 17, 2020 at 09:17 AM

“

So very sorry to hear of Chris's passing. We came into DPS at the same time and
our paths crossed many times after that. Such a lovely articulate woman. Deepest
condolence to family and friends. Such a loss.

Lisa Strassburger - June 16, 2020 at 01:52 PM

“

I was so sorry to read about Chris's passing! I was a counseling secretary at
D'Evelyn Jr/Sr High School when Chris was our students' psychologist. She was a
beautiful woman - inside and out and I will miss her. Very dignified and elegant - just
a lovely person. I still have the Christmas gifts she very thoughtfully gave to me they mean a lot. I'm sorry for your loss.

Debbie Durland - June 15, 2020 at 06:37 PM

“

Chris was a great advocate for all students and people She had a great innate ability
to understand the pain others were facing. She had a great soothing manner that
allowed others to immediately trust her. God bless you my friend. Marge Gallegos

marge gallegos - June 14, 2020 at 04:29 PM

